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reports back…
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Welcome to Issue 2 of

Sea Views
from Nigel Waterson
Member of Parliament for
Eastbourne, Willingdon & East
Dean

It has been another
busy year as your local
MP – making
hundreds of local visits, holding regular advice surgeries and
dealing with 500 letters and emails in an average week.  

Apart from helping hundreds of constituents with their
individual problems, I have been very involved in leading
campaigns on behalf of our entire local community.

I have been very busy fighting the downgrading of our
local DGH.  Now we have scored a massive victory and our
maternity unit will be safe for the foreseeable future. But no
doubt there will be other battles to fight in due course!

I have also been campaigning to save local post offices, to
stop over-development in our area and for better road and
rail connections. I have also backed local GP’s in their
opposition to so-called ‘polyclinics’.  I am really concerned
that the local Council are apparently intent on selling off our
local Eastbourne Buses.

“Sea Views” is designed to report back to you what I am
doing as your local MP, and to invite your views on issues –
local and national.

I am here to serve everyone in the local community,
irrespective of how they vote.  So let me hear from you!  At
the back of this edition you can find 5 ways to contact me.

Welcome

Working 
for You…
“Words fail me how to thank you enough;
it is such a weight off my mind.”
Mrs JR, Eastbourne

“It’s good to know there’s someone on our
side like this.” 
Ms LC, Meads

“I admire and respect your hard work for
the people of Eastbourne and District.”
Mr DP, Old Town

“We are so fortunate to have such a
responsive and attentive representative.”
Mrs BJ, Willingdon

“Its great to know that when we need help,
someone is there who is willing to do so.”
Mrs NS, Eastbourne

After nearly three years of campaigning, an
independent Panel has reversed the decision of
local health bosses to downgrade the maternity
unit at our DGH. 

In a letter to our local MP Nigel Waterson, the
Secretary of State for Health has accepted the Panel’s
report in full; there will continue to be consultant-led
maternity, special care baby services and in-patient
gynaecology in both Eastbourne and Hastings.

Thousands of local people have marched,
protested and supported the “Save the DGH”
campaign in many ways. The campaigners were
convinced that the proposals posed risks to babies
and mums.

Our local MP Nigel Waterson started the campaign
with Liz Walke and others. He has led it from the
start.  Nigel has questioned both Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown, as well as health ministers. He has
held debates in the Commons and campaigned
tirelessly against these plans.

“This is an amazing result for people power. When
we started this campaign we had no idea it would
take so long or grow so big. But the real thanks must

go to the
thousands of
local people who
joined our
marches, signed
the petition and
contributed to
the fighting
fund. I am really
proud of my
constituents.”

Victory for maternity unit!



Sea Views 3

Q&A with Nigel

Feature

Tell Nigel what you think watersonn@parliament.uk

Do you ever get bored? Not a chance! This is the best job in the
world, and every day is different.

What is the best part of your
job? I would have to say it is
helping someone who writes in
or comes to one of my advice
surgeries. They may have a
problem which is blighting their
entire life. If I can sort it out, it
means a huge amount to them,
and I feel I have achieved
something really special.

Do you have another
job? Yes – if you count
being an unpaid taxi
driver for my two
teenage children! But
seriously, I am a
committed, fulltime MP.

Do you ever relax?
It can be difficult to fit
other things into my
busy life. But I do enjoy
walking on the Downs
near our home in
Wannock, reading and music.
And in the football season I
get along to watch Borough
whenever I can.

What was the last film you saw at the cinema? My kids dragged
me off to “Angus, Thongs and Perfect Snogging”. It was good clean
fun, and as it was filmed in Eastbourne I enjoyed the scenery!

Do you go to church? Yes I do; my Christian faith is important to
me. I am a Catholic and my wife Barbara is C of E, so we take it in
turns which church we attend. And one of the great things about
being the MP is that I get invited to different churches – Methodist,
Greek Orthodox, Jewish and so on.

Soaring 
living costs
are hitting
everyone

Nigel has recently hit out at
pensioner poverty in the
Commons. He was speaking in
his role as Shadow Pensions
Minister and Shadow Minister
for Older People.

Nigel said:  Everyone is being
hit by soaring food, fuel and
petrol prices. Hard-working
families are struggling to make
ends meet, and for many the
dream of owning their own
home is now out of reach.”

“But pensioners are hardest
hit. Food, council tax and utility
bills take up a higher proportion
of their disposable income. No
wonder well over 2 million of our
pensioners are living in poverty –
in the 5th richest country on the
planet in the 21st century!”

“And following the 10p tax
rate fiasco, most people will be
hit hard by increased road tax on
family cars.”  

TOP Nigel helps out Seaside traders over
blocked drains; and ABOVE with County
Councillor Bob Lacey examining flood
damage at the Star Inn. Just two of the
varied issues Nigel has to deal with.



Visits

At an Age
Concern
listening
event x

Supporting the
Friends of
Ocklynge
School <

Presenting an Award to
MS branch chairman
Bernard Curtis y

Tug of war
to raise
money for
Shinewater
Fun Day >

Out & About in
Willingdon &

Attending Veterans’ Day
at the Redoubt x

4 Sea Views www.nigelwaterson.com

Where's our clinic?
Campaigning for a
purpose-built clinic at
the Harbour with
Councillor David Elkin y

Meeting local Member of Youth
Parliament Lauren Sharpe >

Opening the Big Sleep
Hotel on the Seafront >



Visits
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e

Campaigning with
Councillor Sandie Howlett
for a pedestrian crossing
in Eldon Road <

Raising
money for
the ‘Save
the DGH’
campaign
<

Backing our
lifeboat crew >

Backing
local GP’s
in opposing
polyclinics
<

n Eastbourne, 
& East Dean with Nigel

Visiting the local branch of
the Federation of Small
Businesses y

Backing post
office at the
Triangle with the
Willingdon
campaign team y

Raising money in
Nigel and
Barbara’s garden
in Wannock for
local charity
People Matter <



News

6 Sea Views www.nigelwaterson.com

Nigel 
Backs the 
Environment
Our MP campaigned with
other MP’s for a Climate
Change Bill. Now we have one,
Nigel has been supporting
improvements to it.

Recently he joined with the
Eastbourne branch of Greenpeace
to campaign against Government
plans for a new generation of
coal-fired power stations.

Nigel says: “If we are serious
about tackling climate change,
we don’t need to go back to
coal-fired power stations. We are
all paying the price for the lack
of a coherent energy policy.”

“’Business as usual’ is no
answer to climate change.”

Don’t fence us in
Nigel joined with protestors against charging for
Airbourne. At the time he described the decision taken by
councillors to charge the public for the first time as
‘barmy’. Many residents were outraged that they should
have to pay to stand on their own seafront.

Nigel said: “It is now clear that this was a total disaster
financially. The cost to council taxpayers runs into hundreds of
thousands of pounds, and on top of that there are the losses to
local traders and hoteliers.”

“Airbourne is a great show. The Council should announce that
it is to go ahead next year and that it will be FREE.”

A sustainable environment
Nigel meets with local Greenpeace

campaigners fighting plans for a
return to coal-fired  power stations

Nigels New Website
Nigels website has recently undergone a facelift
to make it more informative and user friendly.
You can access the website at: 
www.nigelwaterson.com

MPs Surgeries
Nigel holds regular surgeries for constituents who
wish to raise any issues of concern with him. If you
would like to arrange an appointment, please call his
constituency office on: 01323 720776

Nigel with campaigners
against charging for

Airbourne
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Papers

Just some of the many
issues and stories Nigel
has raised in the press
over recent months.

What the papers say…

Tell Nigel what you think watersonn@parliament.uk
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Prize Sudoku No2
First 3 correct answers will win a bottle
of House of Commons wine

Please return to: Closing Date:
Nigel Waterson MP 31st October 2008
FREEPOST Nat 9250
Eastbourne BN20 8ZW

Name: ....................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

Email: .....................................................................................

Telephone: .............................................................................

The winner will be drawn at random from correct
answers and notified by post or email.

Produced by Nigel Waterson MP, 179 Victoria Drive, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN20 8QJ 
& printed by Manor Creative, Ltd, 7 & 8 Edison Road, Eastbourne BN23 6PT. 

This publication has been financed through the allowances available to the Member of Parliament.
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Contacts

E-MAIL ADDRESS

To sign up to Nigel’s regular e-mail newsletter featuring all the latest ‘News form Nigel’ simply e-
mail him at watersonn@parliament.uk titling your e-mail ‘E-Mail Newsletter’. Alternatively
you can fill in the form below and return it to his office address above.

SIGN UP TO NIGEL’S E-MAIL NEWSLETTER

ADDRESS

NAME

&

Data Protection Act: The information you supply us with will be treated by Nigel Waterson MP in the strictest confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998
and will not be passed on to any third party. By giving us your e-mail address you are agreeing to receive communications and information from us.

Tell Nigel
Phone 01323 720776
E-Mail watersonn@parliament.uk
Freepost Nigel Waterson MP, FREEPOST 

Nat 9250, Eastbourne BN20 8ZW
Website www.nigelwaterson.com
Fax 01323 410994

5 ways to contact 
Nigel with your views


